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“I’m not going to miss this,” said Mrs Rabbit, 
setting off. “You might get shot,” wailed her 
mate. “Not if you protect me,” she said. 
“Well, I won’t,” he said, diving back into 
their burrow. 


Fox was organizing the animals. “Hare, you 


have the best hearing, you keep your ear to 

the ground. We must keep Speedy away but 
otherwise we need everyone’s help. Anyone 

seen Weasel?” No-one had. 


Hare had his ear to the ground. Suddenly 
he felt vibrations. “Owl, Kestrel, I felt 
something, they are coming.” “Fly to Fox! 
Fly to fox!” called Kestrel. 


“Oh! I say! This is exciting,” said Speedy. 
“Shut up!” said all the animals together. 


The poachers reached the edge of the forest. 
“Hurry! They’re making for the stone circle,” 
called Squirrel. 


“Tm off to draw them 
this way.” Fox ran to 
warn the deer. 


“Stand by, 

they're coming,” # 
he told | 

White Stag. 


“Let’s get that Fox before he scares away the 
deer,” said one man. They set off after Fox, 
who led them towards the pond. 


Scarface watched the chase from his vantage 
place. “I'll stop that Fox from getting away 
from the poachers,” he thought. 


Fox darted on to the frozen pond. The men 
followed. Fox tried to cross to the other side 
but Scarface was blocking his escape. 

“Oh no!” gasped Vixen. 


One of the men raised his gun and 
pointed it at Fox. 


Just as the man squeezed the trigger, the ice 
under him started to crack. Bang! The gun 
went off into the air as the poacher fell in 
the icy water. 


The shot startled Scarface. Fox saw his 


for the bank. 


chance and leapt 


Get me out 
of here,” 


poacher. 


ae ed nal 
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His friend pulled him out of the icy 
water and they made their way home. 
“That Fox ...” snarled Scarface. “When the 
poachers come back they'll be even angrier.” 


screamed the 


The Farthing Wood animals stood and 
cheered. They all made their way back to 
Fox’s earth to celebrate their victory. 


“I’m so glad you're safe,” said Vixen, nuzzling 
Fox. “It’s not like you to be nervous,” he said 
to her. “Well, perhaps it’s because I’m going to 
have cubs,” she told him. 


Next week: A joke backfires. 


All About... 


6CHi! I'm Wren. Although you 
mightn't see me or my relations 
very often, there are lots of us 
about all over Britain and 
Ireland. Because we are so 
small, we can creep about out of 
sight. We shelter in holes and 
crevices in woods like White 
Deer Park, in hedges, thickets and 
gardens and also on rocky islands. 
Most of us don’t grow any ! 
bigger than 9 or 10cm — that's i 
less than half the size of a 
Blackbird — but our relatives on 
the Scottish islands of St Kilda, 
the Outer Hebrides, Fair Isle and 
Shetland are a bit larger and 
have longer beaks.99 


FEEDING AND FLYING 
We Wrens do most of our feeding 
on the ground. We crouch low and 
hop through the undergrowth, 
searching for grubs and insects. 
Because we are so well 
camouflaged, it is difficult to spot 
us unless we flit out of the place 
where we’re feeding to explore 
somewhere else. We fly with 
short, whirring movements. 
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Weasel’s Ease| 
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A TIGHT FIT 
Wrens spend most of their time on 
their own, but when the weather 
turns very cold they will 
sometimes roost together for 
warmth. This is when they make 
use of nest-boxes. On one cold 
winter night, 61 Wrens were found 
huddled together in a nest-box, 
their tails pointing outwards. 


Male and female Wrens look alike. Our 
upperparts are reddish brown and we 
have dark bars down our sides and on our 
tail, which is short. Our underparts are 
lighter and we have a light stripe above 
the eye. Our beak is thin and pointed. We 
often hold our tails straight up in the air. 


All About... 
Keeping busy 


66iIn spring we males are very busy 
building nests for our mates. We 
each build several, out of bits of 
moss, dry grass, bracken and leaves. 
When the female has chosen one, 
she will line it with feathers before 
laying her eggs.99 


DRY BATH 

Like larks and sparrows, we 
Wrens often take a dust bath 

in summer to clean our feathers. 
We find a dry, bare patch of 
ground and make a dip in it by 
scratching with our feet or rolling 
our body in it. We kick dust over 
our ruffled feathers and then 
shake ourselves all over. This 
gets rid of the dust and any dirt 
or fleas that may have been 


All the nests | build are quite big and 
clinging to our feathers. 


dome-shaped with an entrance near the top. My 
mate usually chooses one that is well hidden - it 
might be in a disused building, like an outhouse, 
or tucked in among the stems of an old ivy plant. 
She lays five or six eggs, which are white with 
dark speckles, and incubates them for about two 
weeks. Then she flies to and fro’, carrying 
beakfuls of insects to the hungry chicks. It takes 
about 16-17 days before they are ready to fly. 


Weasel’s Easel 
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WRENBOYS 
In Ireland, children, known as 
wrenboys, used to go round houses 
on Boxing Day. They carried one or 
more Wrens, which they had killed, 
inside a sprig of holly and collected 
money to bury them. This custom is 
said to have sprung up after a battle 
between an Irish army and some 
foreign soldiers. The enemies were 
asleep and the Irish were just about 
to attack them when a Wren was 
said to have hopped on to an 
enemy’s drum and woken him, and 
so the attack failed. 

Today, wrenboys still collect money 
and sing rhymes in some parts of the 
country, but they don’t kill Wrens. 


Song is very important to us males. We sing, with 
loud warbles and trills, to attract a mate, to defend 


our territory and to keep in touch with our partners. 
When | am building a nest, | can even sing with my 
beak siuffed full of nesting materials. My shrill 
song can be heard far away when | stand ona 
good song perch, such as a wall or fence post. 


These young siill have their downy first 
feathers, even though they are nearly 
ready to leave their perch in a garden 
shed. To start with, their undertail is 
not speckled like ours. 
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66 Wakey, wakey! It’s time for me 

to get up. I’ve spent the last few 

months hibernating under this 
hedge, but now the weather is getting “—“=“““=- 

warmer and | can feel a new spring in my step. It’s a 

lovely sunny day. Brimstone butterflies are flitting 

between the hedge’s fresh, unfurling leaves. 

There are even some flowering plants in the 

grass at the bottom of the hedge. Birds are 

busy building their nests and some insects 

are stirring. That reminds me, I’m starving. 

| must get busy looking for a crispy 

beetle or juicy worm to eat.99 

Hedgehog’s Challenge: 

Yellow-necked mice tend to hide 

during the day. Can you find any 

y | mice hidden in the hedge? 


ecret World of..§ 


Blackcap sings his 
song from a perch in 
the hedgerow from 
March to July. He’s 

-normally shy and hard to \ 


If you can see beyond the muddle of 
twigs and plants, you should be able 
to spy four Yellow-necked mice. spot, but you can tell him 

by his jet-black cap. The 
female’s cap is brown. This 
male is spreading his tail and 
wings in a crazy display. 


The Hawthorn sawfly 
spends winter in a 
cocoon on a hawthorn 
tree. These cocoons 
look like brown tubes. 
In spring, the adult fly 
cuts open the end like 
a can opener, and 
climbs out of the tube. 


Hart’s tongue fern is 
common in hedgerows and 
woods. With its long, narrow, 
tongue-shaped leaves it looks 
completely different to 
most British ferns. 


Stinging nettles 
are all too easy to 
recognize once 
you’ve been stung 
by them. Despite 
their leg-reddening 
sting, nettles are 
useful plants. They 
can be eaten, made 
into tea or even 
woven into cloth to 
make clothes. 


Long-tailed tits 
build a special 
oval-shaped nest 
in a hedge or the 
fork of atree. They ~ 
make it with moss, 
fur, lichen and 
cobwebs, and line 

it with hundreds 

of feathers. 


~ 


When the Primrose’s yellow flowers 
bloom on the hedgebank, spring is on 
the way. The flowers open in March 
when there are few insects about. In 
medieval times the primrose was 
made into love potions and a drink 


to cure headaches. 


Stock doves are easy to confuse with 
Wood pigeons but they don’t have the 
white neck patch of the Wood pidge. Their 
beak is suited to eating seeds, while Wood 
pigeons can eat a wider variety of foods. 


za 


* 


The Yellow-necked mouse is 
very like the Wood mouse, but 
much rarer. It is a particularly 
good climber and can scuttle 
to the very top of a tree to get 
at buds and berries. 


Sweet violets have a very pleasant 
perfume. That’s why their petals are 
used to make scent and to flavour 
sweets. Violets also produce a chemical 
that deadens the sense of smell. 


Discovering Natur i 


EGGSTRAVAGANZA! _= 


All birds lay eggs, but the colour and number 


they produce varies a lot. For example, the 


Emperor penguin lays just one egg a season, 


while a partridge can lay up to 20 at one 
sitting! The young bird develops inside the 


egg. It has a store of food and a supply of air 


to help it survive. Eggs need to be kept at a 
temperature of about 35°C for the chicks to 
grow properly. So the female usually sits on 
the eggs to keep them warm. 


BLOWING AND 


q Make a hole in the small end of an 

egg with a needle. Make a bigger hole 

in the other end of the egg by wiggling 

the needle about. Make sure you _—. 
pierce the yolk. 


\ 


into the small hole 

until all the egg falls 
out the other end into 
a bowl. (Make 
scrambled egg or an 
omelette with it.) Rinse 
the shell by holding the 
bigger hole under a 
running tap. 


Squirrel says 
If you start to feel 
dizzy when blowing an 
egg, stop for a couple 
of minutes. 


You will need: eggs, 


PAINTING SEEG paints paintorasn’ carnish 


Kestrel says 
NEVER take 
eqgs from nests — 
it’s against 
the law. 


WHAT'S IN AN EGG? 


The eggs we eat never have a chick inside 
because they are collected before the hen 
has a chance to sit on them. Crack open 

~ an egg on to a saucer and see if you can 
spot the parts marked on the diagram 
below. Look in the bottom of the eggshell 


to find the air sac. 
‘blood spot’ where 
shell young chick can 
form if the egg 
has been 
fertilized and 
kept warm. 


albumen 
(white) 


air sac 


3 Sit the egg in an egg-cup 
and paint the top half. Leave 
it to dry. Then turn it upside 
down and paint the other 
half. If you are using more 
than one colour, paint the 
lightest colour on first. 


q When the egg is 
completely dry, paint 
on a coat of varnish. 


To hang up a blown egg, tie a length of 
thread round a used matchstick and push 
the match through the larger of the two holes. 


COLOURED EGES 


Giving coloured eggs as gifts is an ancient tradition that 
celebrates the arrival of spring. You can use vegetables 
to make dyes: beetroot for red, spinach or nettles for 
green, red cabbage for blue and coffee for dark brown. 
White-shelled eggs give better results than brown. 


Put a handful of the vegetable or plant in a pan with 
two pints of water and a tablespoon of vinegar. Ask an 
adult to help you bring the water to the boil, then let it 
simmer for 10 minutes. Add the eggs and simmer for 
another six or seven minutes. Take the eggs out and let 
them dry. They’re now ready to eat! 


7. 
aa 2 
wz of red wool and knot the end. Sew 
the two pieces of felt together ~ 
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WEN EGC COSY 


You will need: piece of 
yellow felt 16 x 8cm, scraps of 
red felt, two small black beads, 
fabric glue, red wool, needle 
and thread, paper, pins. 


q Trace the cosy template on to 
paper and cut it out. Fold the 
yellow felt in half. Pin the template 
to the felt and cut round it. 


Thread a needle with a length 


using blanket stitch. 


3 Glue two black beads on for eyes. 
Cut a beak and crest out of red felt 


Use your hen egg 
cosy to keep your 
egg warm until 
you are ready to 
dip your toast 
soldiers into it! 


MOTTLED eees You will need: a white-shelled egg, dark-skinned onion, 
small piece of muslin, string, saucepan, water, spoon, knife. 
JS 


q Peel the brown skins from an onion 2 Wrap a square of muslin over the skins. 
and wrap them round an egg. Tie the bundle firmly together with string. 


3 with the help of an adult, put the egg in a pan, half fill it @ Remove the egg with a spoon and leave to cool. 
with cold water and bring the water to the boil. Turn the When cold, take off the string, muslin and onion skin. 
heat down low and let the water simmer for 10 minutes. You will have a pretty, mottled, golden brown egg! 


Keep checking that the water hasn't boiled away. 
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S6E6SHELL MOSAI You will need: cheese-box lid, eggshells, wallpaper paste, 
e 


glue brush, scissors, pencil, poster paints, paintbrush. 


7? 1 Draw a large, simple 
picture on the lid in pencil. 


2 Paint the eggshells different 
colours. Then when dry, break 
them into small pieces for your 
mosaic. If you've made some 
coloured eggs you could break 
up their shells for your picture. 


3 Make up some fairly thick 
wallpaper paste and brush it 
carefully over your picture. Gently 
place fragments of shell on to the 
pasted surface, 


Wait 24 hours for your picture 
to dry, then hang it up. 


FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING 


POUCHES 


Pockets are great places to keep all your bits 
and pieces safely hidden. Many animals find 
pockets useful, too. Some, called marsupials, 
have pouches which carry a baby. Mouth 
pouches are also handy. They make sure an 
animal can get as big a mouthful as possible. 


Don't speak 
with your 
mouth full. 


ACHEEKY CHIPMUNK 
Some rodents have fur-lined cheek 
pouches that can be turned inside 
out for cleaning. The Red squirrel is 
pouchless, but its relative, the 
chipmunk, has mouth pouches. It 
crams them with seeds and nuts and 
empties them back in its burrow. 


| ¢ SOFT LANDING 
A baby Tree kangaroo 
rides in style in its 
mother’s pouch. Tree 
kangaroos live in the 
» forests of Papua New 
E Guinea. When the sun 
# sets, they climb down 
from the trees to visit 
water holes. They 
descend tail first — 
that way the baby 
doesn’t fall out. 


———— 


Why did the 
mother kangaroo | 
scold her baby? i 
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< KANGAROO KID 
This baby is travelling 
kangaroo-style in a shop 
bought bag. Traditional 
North American indian 
mothers carry their papoose 
(baby) in a back pouch made 
out of skins or cloth. 


< SHOPPING BASKET 
Have you ever seen a hamster 
with its mouth stuffed with food 
like this? Hamsters have pouches 
inside their cheeks. They are like 
shopping baskets for carrying 
food back to the hamster’s hoard. 


<q TEAT TIGHT 
The Common brush-tailed 
possum is a fox-sized 
Australian marsupial. The 
baby in the pouch is smaller 
than a Broad bean, but it 
soon grows big on its 
mother’s milk. 


WATER CHUTE 

Tiny tadpoles wriggle out of their 
mother’s back pouch ready to drop 
into a pool of water at the base of a 
plant. The female Marsupial frog, a 
38cm long, South American tree frog, 
carries the eggs in her pouch for 
over 100 days before they hatch. 


_* < BROOD 
eS INTHE BAG 

t 7 This Opossum 
shrimp carries 
her babies 
around wherever 
she goes. The 
growing young 
are held ina 
brood pouch 
formed by plates 
under the 
shrimp’s body. 


: What is a baby 
kangaroo called? 
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San <4EGG ROLL 

: Lying on her back, a 
female Echidna lays an 
egg, then rolls it into 
her pouch with her 
back legs. The baby 
Echidna grows inside 
the pouch for iis first 60 
days or so. Then its 
spines become a bit too 
prickly for mum. 


HIDE AND SEEK = 
Five Squirrels are still ; 
hiding —can you find them? 


TIDE AND SE 


The Squirrels were playing hide and seek 
among the trees. One of the Squirrels was 
digging a little hollow in which to hide when 
suddenly his paw struck something. 

“Look everyone!” he shouted, gleefully. “I’ve 
found the place we buried all those nuts last 
autumn. We can have a real feast now!” 

“Wait a minute!” cried his sister. “Let’s play 
with them first!” 


EN 


MOVEABLE FEAST COIN CROSS 
The Squirrels used nuts in these puzzles, Take six coins and make a cross like this. 
but you can use coins or counters. 
Take ten coins and arrange to make a 
fi triangle like this. 
HY 


ye 


the ‘ 
AWE i 

_ Can you count how many 
_ acorns how many 
are in this pile? 


Move one of the coins to form two rows 
Can you move three of the coins to make of four coins each. (Clue: you can place 
the triangle point down instead of up? one coin on top of another.) 


HEADS AND TAILS" 

Put six coins in a row — three 
heads up and three tails up 
like this. In three moves, 


turning two coins next to each 

other each time, arrange them 
‘so-that the heads and tails are — 
alternating like this. ; 


“lve had enough of your tricks,” 
complained one of the Squirrels. “And 
I’m getting hungry. Let’s eat.” 

Everyone tucked into the nuts and soon 
they were all gone. “It’s getting late — I'll 
race you home,” said the oldest Squirrel. 
So they scampered back to their tree — 
and who do you think won? 


RACE BACK HOME 
These are some of the Squirrels that raced 
back home - which one made it to the tree? 


MAKING MONEY 


Tell your audience that you know how 
to make money. 

Put five coins on the table and show everyone 
that your hands are empty. Then cup one hand at 
the edge of the table and sweep the five coins 
into it with your other hand. Shake your hand with 
the money in it while reciting the magic words 
“Funny bunny! Make some money!” Then pour 
the coins into someone else’s hand and ask them 
to count them. There should be six! 


The trick. Prepare this trick beforehand. Fix a coin 
with Blu-tack under the table near the edge. 
Then, while sweeping the five coins into your 
hand, you can be getting the one under the table 
with your fingers. 
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SHAKE A LEG! 


@ Sit down in front of your audience. 
Put a coin on your right leg near the 
knee. Tell your audience you are 
going to drop it through your leg. 


2 Keep the coin in place with one hand 
while drawing up some of your skirt 
material to cover the coin with the other. 


@ Hit the folded material with your left 
hand and pretend to catch the coin 
falling through your leg. 


3 While you are doing this, secretly slide 
the coin into your right hand. Close your 
right hand and slide it under your right leg. 


§ Open your right hand to show the coin 
you've “caught”! 
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